	Research Writing and 

Scientific Literature

	Assignment 1


Due Date: November 29th 2014 @ 4 pm




· You are required to identify a topic of interest to you and relevant to your programme.

· You are required as part of the submission to identify a set of resources you can use to find material related to your topic and a search strategy for finding material related to your topic.
· About 6-10 sources

· Do at least one summary, do at least one paraphrase, and one at least quote.
· You are required to write a short literature review on a topic of your choice.

· You are required as part of your conclusion to identify and discuss at least three research questions which could contribute to an MSc dissertation proposal
.

· You must use the template provided.

· Your paper should be approx. 5000 works in length.

· You must submit a .doc, .docx or .pdf file


Please Note:

1. Late assignments will not be accepted
2. Plagiarism is a very serious offence in the DIT and you must acknowledge any material used by including a referenced bibliography in any reports you produced. 

3. The Harvard referencing scheme is the preferred scheme.

4. Submissions which do not adhere to naming conventions outlined in the deliverables section will be penalized by 20%. 

	Research Paper Marking Breakdown

	Category
	
	Marks 

	Authorship & Presentation
	Adherence to template; Adherence to referencing style; Organization; Clarity; Coherence; General spelling and grammar; Diagrams; Tables.
	10

	Sources and Search Strategy
	Relevance; Comprehensiveness; Degree of Detail;
	10

	Abstract
	Coherence; Clarity; Focus on paper; Degree of detail
	10

	Introduction 
	Coherence; Clarity; Background to paper; Focus; Structure outlined.
	10

	Background knowledge & literature study
	Breadth of coverage; Depth of coverage; Use of sources; Clarity; Coherence; Organization of sections; Quality of sources.
	25

	Analysis and evaluation
	Degree and nature of citation; Commentary in main body and conclusion; Structure of paper; Inclusion of illustrative comments and material.
	10

	Conclusion and future work
	Accuracy; Coherence; Clarity; Completeness
	10

	Research Questions
	Completeness; Accuracy; Link to main body; Depth of discussion; Feasibility for purpose
	15

	
	
	100 Marks



DELIVERABLES
· You must submit a .doc, .docx or .pdf file

· Please name your file <Student #>RWSLAssignment1.doc, .docx or .pdf 
e.g. D1111111RWSLSupplemental.docx

Submission of Assignment:

You are required to electronically submit your assignment on or before the due date, by e-mailing it to Damian.Gordon@dit.ie with the subject heading:  "RWSL Assignment 1" as well as presenting a hardcopy to me in the class.


�You are not obliged to continue with these ideas for your dissertation proposal. The aim is to identify a direction which may be useful for dissertation.





