19/02/07               Holmes & Gordon  & Cahill /Research Methods                      19/02/07          p.  1

Research Methods

Methods used in carrying out or implementing the research

	Evaluation category
	Notes

	Were the methods used clear? Were they explained in relation to the nature of the research? 
	General

	Does it support the research question or problem statement?
	General 

	Was it an appropriate method? Was it explained as such given strengths and weaknesses of the study?
	General 



	Is the method represented visually (if possible)?
	General

	Were the methods based on the critical analysis of other studies reviewed in the literature? 
	Lit Review

	What alternatives could have been used and why were they rejected? 
	Lit Review

	Is there triangulation build into the research process (designing the gathering data in a number of ways to ensure robustness of data collection).
	Design issues



	Are the stages of implementation clearly delineated? 
	Stages 

	Does you method or implementation technique allow for replication by others (if important). Can your work be extended elsewhere?
	Replication

	Was this stage successfully completed as planned, and was the stage appropriate in addressing the research question?
	Validation and verification

	Is it your techniques developed to answer your questions rather than someone else’s design cut and pasted onto your work (if applicable). 
	Suitability of methods

	If you are building on someone else’s work is this clearly explained?
	Debt to others

	How is your method designed to deal with outlying or unexpected data?
	The unexpected

	Are assumptions and limitations discussed? 
	Results



	Is your technique something that extends the field and can be built upon? 
	Summary and discussion




